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wish to put down, who will gain by it. It will remove
from the people their one hope, but it will give the
terrorists a fresh incentive and it will teach the violent
hearts, the undisciplined and ardent minds a very
dangerous lesson that there is no peaceful way to the
fulfilment of their aspirations and the consequence
will be such as one trembles to contemplate. I trust
the threat will never be carried out. I trust that the
Government will be ruled by wise counsels and con-
sider the matter more carefully. There are omnious
signs and it seems as if measures were about to be
passed which will put an end to the right of public
meeting and the public expression of our feelings. But
I trust that wiser counsels will yet prevail. The
Government should remember that it stands disso-
ciated from the people by its very constitution. If it
wants co-operation it cannot get the co-operation
which is simply another name for passive obedience.
That is the doctrine which is being taught today, the
doctrine of the divine right of officials and the obli-
gation on the people of passive obedience. That is a
doctrine which no modern nation can accept. No
modern nation can accept the extinction of Its legi-
timate and natural hopes. Co-operation can only be
given if the Government which is now alien becomes
our own, if the people have a share in it, not merely
in name, not merely by the right of talk in the Legis-

122